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This is an extract from tho book of reminds-
cences by Marparete Buber-Meumann, entitbed
Als Gefangene bet Hidler und Stalin, hrought cul
i Framklor on the Main in 194%

Meumano's book was foflowesd by otber meme-
cirs, bul entil recently, the slaicmends they com-
ained were mot confirmed by docameis, 11 s
commun kiowledge that it i still not 50 casy 1o
gel access (o pur archives, bul in Gormadny ane
could easily get Lo them. Austrian historim Hans
Sehalranek picked owl of the “Politisches Aschiy
aus Wartigen Amites'” ol the German Foreign
Ministry comesponding nazi | documonts  asd
published them i his book Zwischen NEWD sod
Gestapa, (18P Verlag, 1990, Frankiurt am Main).
%, ni bast mow there is a saree whshe one can
kearn the detasls of Sialin-Hitler gnmes before
and after ihe pags,

BEFORE THE PACT

The extradition of Germans armested by the
MEVI is usually assoctated with the 1939 pact,
But owing 10 Hams Schafrunek’s study in the
archives it beoomes absolulely clear thal mieis-
ive deportation (solated casss happessd cven
belare) staried earky in 1957, 5o, even before the
pact @ few hundred people wese sent from the
Spviet Union to Germany, the tolal number of
extralilcd amd deporied peopls was aboul one
thousad.

How did it hpppen? Early in the autumn of
1936 German Ambassador von der Schulenburg
conveved 10 Mobotoy and Litvinoy the wish of
has goveroment Lthal Cemman mationsls usder
investigalion by the WKV, who ploaded noo-
guiliy, ‘or thos againsl whonh iBGee Wak 10
sulTicseni evidence, be deporied from the USSR,
s Movensher 1936 von Schualenburg wppealed 10
Lewinow again, asking him to find ouwl the file of
arrisled Giermans. Lilvinoy inforns abow 12
cases, and what's more, all of them ane sccosed
either of “espicnage™ or “subversive nax ac-
tivity™. Bul the Soviet side makes i clear for the
first tbme thal doportation it possibie

Early in 1937 Krestinsky, Deputy People's
Commissar  for  Foreign  Alfairs,  infoms
Sohulenburg that ten people arc being deportad
fram the USSR 1o Germany under the verdict of
ihe Specinl Conference {n kind of a military
COUErLh

I pracuce the procedure is the following: the
Gierman Embassy appeaks to the People's
Commissarial Tor Forogn AfTairs and, afier thal,
its officials contact the MEVE. In ils reports Lo
Berlin ibe embassy kecps complaining of ke
dificultics—ne sponsr 3 condnct is cslabhished
with seme Soviet olMicial during the 13lks abowi
deporiation, than he disappears immediately “on
a prolonged kave”. Mevertheless, deporLation
conlinues more or less inlensively. The German
Embassy sends the lists o the Commessarial. s
reply, it provides the German ssde with other
names, and, no matter how bard the naxis try o
gues the reason for deporling one ar andther
particular person, ibey cannol understand the
logic of the MEYD, Among the deporbees an:
“specinlists”, political émigres (quite often the
German authoritses had oo ihea that these people
were in the USSR) and peeple who bad lived in
Russin for decades. They had one ihing n
pomman—all were  arrested, How  did  the
deporiess iake their sentence’? There were poophs
who believed that il was betier fo serve the
senletree ab home, regarded the senlende fair and
pven insisted on bemng deporied. Bul quite aften
i was reparded as a tragedy. The German
counscllar who was allowed 1o gall on ibe de
partees tn the presence of stuff members of the
MEVD and People's Commissariat for Fossign
Affairs reported the following: “PlefTer, come
plelely worn out from being in preson, declared
strapght awdy that he could nod refurn o
Germany because he was a conmimunisd and
would b drrested there immediately."”

Malurally, Pleiffer was deported and has Nature
i$ umknown. On the other hard, well-known
{Friam the réport of Berlins Gestapao, kepl o ibe
same “Politischcs Archiv.,™) & the fate of an-
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THE PAST

NKVD AND GESTAPO
—PARTNERS
BY
VOCATION

R

How antifascists were transferred from Soviet to
German prisons

December 1939, “We were 28 men and three women... All our faces seemed stifl
with fear. We stood and looked at the railway bridge that separated nazi-occupicd

Poland and the part of it
towards us across the bridge.

ied by Russians. A military
hen he came closer, 1 saw his S5 cap. The NKVD

officer moved slowly

and S5 officers saluted each other. The Soviet officer took out a list from a narrow
light-hrown case and began to call out names. At that moment three of our group
moved aside, rushed to the NKVD-man and began to emotionally explain something
to him. Someone pext to me whispered: “They refuse to cross the bridge?’ One of the

three was an émigré Jew from Hungary,

two others were Germans: Konig, a

teacher, and a young worker from Dresden, who had participated in an armed
skirmish against the nazis, fled to Soviet Russia and, in Germany, was senlenced to

capital
hni:ilgl:...

other deportce—lithagrapher Oito Walther, wha
had heen residing in Leningrad since 1908, Fe
ppend many moaths in prisos, later was deported
and, immediately on his arrival i Berlin, jumped
oul of the window of the boardinghouse whent
he lived,

Sometimes & person was deparied withoul
being arrested, This is what happensd o ihe
popalar German actor Erwin Geschonneck In
the German theatre in Odessa in"1937 he played
the role of an MK YD investigatos who sutceeded
in uncoverng 4 sabotage. But the ME YD staged
its ocwn plays: the company was broken wp,
Goschonpeck was expelled from the party and in
three days deported from the USSR (o be placed,
piter some time, in a conconiration camp in his
ot COUnEEY.

FROM STALIN TO HITLER
ACROSS THE BRIDGE

The situation with deporiations changes afler
the 1939 paci. Mow the German Embassy no
longer asks and dossn™l act overcautously, bul
demands saying: *..penuine fendly relalions
between the Thind Reich and the USSR are
incompatible with 50 many German subjects
being kept in Soviel jails™ (it coneereied sbout
500 people). On Mowember 1, 1959, in roply o
Schulenburg's  insistent  domands, - the then
Depaty People's Commissar for Foreign Allairs
Polyomkin ssks him to directly appeal 10 Sialin
sl Malatov, Om Dctober 14, 1939, Schulenburg
was received by Molotov wha assured hien bhe
woild inke wp this maticr.

The German Embassy doesn’L menlion oS,
docsn'l demand concrete persens, 3o the NEVD
could e ity diseretion, Finally, a correspending
agreemsent is being signed on November 27 and
the first group—a Christmas present of the
NE VI to the Gestnpo—is being deported.

Saw il 5 9o longer o matter of mere depor-
iglicn but o direct handing aver. Prior (o 1939 a
deporiee was [ssued o passport, although with &
shari-1erm vish, There was a chande [0 AN away
&n route sisce there is mo commoa border with

TELEPHONES: 129-81-86 (information), 209-17-47 and 202-85-52 (letters),
H-AI5-60 (adveriising)
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Eﬁ.l'li.ﬂll:ll‘_ﬂl in absentin, OF course, all three were urged to cross the

Cermany. Alter the pacl, no pasipofls were
fmsued, excepl a document common for all ex-
eadited persons. An MEVD officer handed H
over be his Gestapo counterpart on the bridge in
Brest-Litevsk, topether with the porsoms men-
tipned in the decumnent, In 1937-1938 people
were doporied by the sentence of the Special
Conference afler an vestigation, whereas in
1939 only those were exiradited, who had aloeady
spemt from 2 to 3 years in Soviet prisoss and
camps. Emaciated péople from the camps and
prigons are transposied from Orel and Yaroskavl,
{rom Norilsk and Vorkuola and put in special
cells of the Butyrka person. They are given gxtra
food, some clothes and prepared for the
exeradition, Just as it wasia 1937 and 1938, these
cells are mwivw moare stuffed with those who had
every renson to fear the Giostapo, But this time
the NEVID did not hesitate at all. Al first the
Cerman  side refused te aptepl Jows  ard
depaturalinld persons, bul the MEYD insisted.
Mol 1o delay the extradition process, they agresd
o accept all, moreever, I the nazi Forcign
Minisiry hesitated aboul communists and de-
aaluralized persons, the Gestapo became inler-
ested n Chem

Erom Deember 1939 to April 1941 the
MEYD and Gestapo establisbed contacts which
resemble a game when pariners sitting arouad a
1ahle pry 1o cheal ane another

In hiz ook of reminisconcis, Hexenssbbat,
well-known  physcst  Alexander  Weissberg-
Cybulski doscribes (he stmosphere mghing B
sprexal cells: “Those kept in these cells were
wnder the pressure of fwo repressve organid-
alions, they still feared the WEYD and were
plresdy afraid of the Gestapo. A singhe me
prudent word could spark persecutions from Uk
Soviel side. On the other hand, too grest de-
vodion te fhe commuenist regime a few weeks [ater
caused perscoutions by the Gestapd. One had 1o
be overcaulious nol enly becauss informers of
the NEVD bul also future informers of Uhe
Ciestapo could be planted in these cells. With
theis trezchery they were already prepared 1o bay
the Germams® trust."”

i P AT SR T a2 e T A

fi i& hard to imagine whal happemod Lo the
peaple who gol into these devilish circumstances,
Thase prepared for extimdition 1o Germany were
competled, 50 fo sy, Lo booome NEVD agents,
to sign Forped money roceipis. Thoss whe refused
were (hecalesed with compromising  makcrial
aboul them (if it concerned comminiats) to be
senl to the Giestapo. There are proofs that such
malterials were really placed ai the disposal of the
Gestape. Gertrud Meyer, a German commisg
deporied from the USSR, writes in ber reminis-
cences thot when she was micrrogated by ihe
Gestapo she realized they had information zbout
ker life and work in the Soviel Union, which
could be obtained only from the NWEVYDL

ACROSS THE LINE OF
DEMARCATION

As soon as the ot maaw'mm' & and the
hon ol pmd wns wsigmed, the SO
Siecherheitsdienst} tn Warsaw and Krakow
acicd on the [nstrugtions of the Imperial Security
Minlsiry o enfer inio doso danlacl with the
MEVD services in Peremyshl and “Hrest o
gusranice safe crowsing of the border by ex-
tradited persons

11 cxtradition really caused “'no problems™, the
se-called rescilement didn’t go so smoothly.
Very bitlle is kwown im our country about the
mignsrous episodes of this mseltlement, beCause
the war that broke oul shorly later eovered up
everything. What happened in reality? Under the

peemenl signed by Germany and the Soviel
Linion on Mavember 16, 19539, people of German
origin [rom the Soviel-occupied Polish lemitory
were moved 1o Ciormany, and the Ukrainians
and Byelorussians [rom the peneral povernor-
ship were deportad to the USSR

:En. the German side this job was donc by the
resclllemend team mainly consisting of S5.men.
For two months it had seted quile Mmecly in ke
Soviet-occupicd zone of Polaml and controlicd,

hor wilh cosrespending  scrvises of Lthe
MEVD, the deportation of m:ﬂn thowsamids of
peop by bacth, Much greater come
lications arces with reverse resettiemont of, say,
|Elln:i-:aullni:inu: whie did not decam at all of moving
fo the USSH. Bul the moat torribic b was m
plofe for many thousands of Jews resdmg in
{hose psces. The Soviet as well &5 (he German
airthariees tried 10 “shove™ into the traing, ready
to depart, thowsands of Jews or, without notify-
i the other side, simply push them over the line
al demarcation.

O December 5, 19249, Colonel-General Keitel
reparted 10 the German Foreign Ministry: “The
deportation of Jews to the Russan WErAlory was
nol as smooth as was hly expecied. What
really happendd was that in a quiet forest ong
thousand were deportod aeross the Russian
border, I5 km from that place they retumn agkin
1o ke border socompanicd by @ Russian oflicer
who wanled 1o make his German coanterpard
take them back,™

The Cerman archives sull koep the text of the
conversation between 55 officzal Tt Gastay
Wichier ond the cheel Soviel representalive
Yiadimir Yegnarov (Major-General Yegnasov
was Eransferred 10 the reserve from the MYD m
July 1956). Asked if he wanted to sgepl the
Jews, as lhere ls o anci-Semitism in Sowvicl
Rigssia, Mr. Yegnarov replicd in ihe negaiive und
adided: “In our country we dhall find other ways
of eliminating Jews".

The war that broke out in June 1941 put an
end 1o this “peaceful ration'.  Many
Germpan emigrants carmar for extradilion
couald not be iranaported to Momow from dist-
ami camps bocnwse they had 1o spend there an-
oiber ten years. But thone exiradited b dilferent
fales, There were clear-cil  iestouclions in
Cermany on thal score: those with compoomes-
i maierinl against thom were el Lo a carcents
ratin tamdp', ﬁ;mwhm repulation was nol
spodled and w a suitable ape were called
up fo the Wehrmachil, The Jews were undoub-
tediy 1a be deporied to ghellos and from there jo
a death camp,

In his boak Fans Schalranck tried to desenbe
the lives of many Germans and Austrians de-
ported and extradited by the NEVD, For the
senptesnth time the of our hislory amc
beimg opened in the West, und it is high lime for
us o starl doing it ltkewse,
frina SHCHERBAKOY A
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